The Five “C”s are five things to remember when selecting a diamond.
1. Cut   2. Clarity   3. Color    4. Carat, and our favorite 5. Collins Family Jewelers.
Cut evaluates the skill in the cutting of the diamond. It is arguably the most important element because it is directly responsible for the diamond’s sparkle and brilliance. Sparkle occurs when light enters through a diamonds table (top) and reflects off the cone-shaped pavilion at the bottom right back up out of the top. If a diamond is not cut well, the light leaks out of the bottom or side creating a diamond without life. A grade of excellent, very good, good, fair or poor is assigned to the cut by a gemologist.

Clarity is an evaluation of a diamond’s external blemishes (scratches or abrasions) and internal inclusions (impurities). The fewer of these there are, the more desirable the stone. An evaluator will use a ten power microscope to determine the size, location, nature, number and color of all inclusions and blemishes and a grade is assigned as follows:

· Flawless (FL): Extremely rare. No inclusions or blemishes.

· Internally Flawless (IF): No inclusions and only minor blemishes.

· Very Very Slightly Included (VVS): Very minute inclusions seen by scope.

· Very Slightly Included (VS): Minor inclusions seen by scope.

· Slightly Included (SI): Noticeable inclusions seen by scope and small percentage visible to the naked eye.

· Included (I): Significant inclusions can be seen by the naked eye.

Color grading ranges from colorless (“D”) to light yellow (“Z”). Most diamonds possess some degree of yellow or brown. An evaluator will place a stone on a white background next to a previously rated stone to determine the color. Generally, the more colorless the stone is, the greater the value.

Carat is the easiest C to determine. The stone is weighed on a calibrated sale. One carat is .2 grams. Usually cost increases geometrically with size such that a one carat diamond will cost much more than twice that of a .5 carat diamond. But carat can be misleading if the other C’s are of low quality. A smaller brilliant diamond will be worth more than a large dull diamond.
Collins Family Jewelers is the last C to remember because it is the place to find great prices on loose gems while working with professional and friendly salespeople dedicated to helping you get exactly what you desire.

